
Join us for an evening of VAPA S.P.I.R.I.T. in the Performing Arts Center! 
 

Chorus: Performances showcasing the vocal talents of Great Oak’s choir students at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Dance:  Performances showcasing our dancers and student choreographers at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Music: Performances by the GOHS Jazz Ensembles and The International Baccalaureate Musicians at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

Drama: Performances by the GOHS Improv troupe, “The Laugh Pack” at 6:45 p.m. 
 

Visual Art: Display of 2D and 3D work in a variety of media 
 

Visual IB/AP Art: Display of portions of senior portfolios 
 

Need more information on how to be in these groups? 
Visit our tables in the Gym & PAC 

 
Mr. Burdick Rutz—Band & Instrumental Music courses at Great Oak range from Intermediate 

(freshman & sophomores) to Advanced Courses (junior and senior) in the Jazz Ensembles, 
Marching Band, and Concert Band. Students can earn up to two years of Fine Arts Credits (frosh 
and junior year) and one year of P.E. Credit (sophomore and senior year) in the Fall Marching 
Band and Winter DrumLine and Color Guard Programs. Most importantly, the ensembles offer 
an opportunity to connect to a small group of motivated students, and create lifelong memories 
through performance (e.g. The Fiesta Bowl, Washington D.C., & London and Paris). 

IB Music—Students enter into a two year course as juniors building their knowledge and skills in music 
theory, and ear training. They also begin their preparation for testing in their senior year of IB. 
Projects that are graded by IB Proctors include: 3 compositions; 20 minutes worth of solo music, 
and a world music comparison completed as both a technology project and written essay. 

Mr. Park—All students should sign up for either mixed chorus or women’s ensemble prior to audition 
date (in April). You DO NOT need to audition to be in GOHS choral program. However, Blush 
Tones and Voices of the Pack are auditioned only. No students will be turned away from being in 
the choir. For more information: Spark@tvusd.us 
 

Beginning Choir (Mixed Chorus, Tenor/Bass Choir or Women’s Ensemble)—A year-long 
course that explores choral music from a wide variety of cultures and time periods through study 
and performance. The core curriculum emphasizes the basics of vocal technique, sight-reading, 
music theory, and music history. Students are expected to participate in evening concerts each 
semester as a major part of their grade. There are two beginning choirs based on students voice 
types.  

Blush Tones (Show Choir) -A year-long course that explores choral music in intermediate to 
advanced level in treble voice repertoire. This ensemble often performs in barbershop style as 
well as modern Classical music in 4~8 parts. Students are expected to participate in evening 
concerts and other performance opportunities each semester as a major part of their grade. 
Audition or instructor's approval is required. 
 
 
 

Voices of the Pack—A year-long, upper-level performance opportunity offered to experienced music 
students who are accomplished in vocal performance and musicianship. Students will continue to 
develop vocal technique and musicianship as well as develop critical thinking skills through the 
analysis of musical elements, including form and text. Students are expected to participate in 
evening concerts each semester as a major part of their grade as well as a few other performance 
opportunities that arise through- out the year. Audition or instructor's approval is required. 
 



Clef Hangers (Jazz Choir)—Is an after-school choir open to current choir students only. Students will 
explore vocal jazz repertoire in a small group. This is an audition only group. 
 

Guitar Class—This is a year long course in learning guitar. Students will learn to read music notes and 
basic music theory. No experience is necessary and guitar is provided. Students are expected to 
participate in one evening concert as a major part of their grade. 
 

Mrs. Criscimagna—Dance: The Dance program at Great Oak includes Beginning, Intermediate, and 
Advanced levels, in addition to IB Dance. Placement in the Intermediate or Advanced level is by 
audition or permission of the instructor. Students can take Dance for P.E. credit, or as a Fine Arts 
elective. Dance allows students the opportunity to express their creativity while exploring a form 
of fitness that increases their flexibility, strength, and coordination. Students will learn a variety 
of dance styles like jazz, modern, ballet, hip hop, and world dance, in addition to performing 
student and professional choreography in our Spring Dance Concert. Freshmen are allowed to 
take Dance, but must also enroll in P.E. 1. 

IB Dance: IB Dance is a two year program that is completed in addition to the Intermediate and 
Advanced Dance curriculum. Projects consist of video portfolios of  2-3 student-choreographed 
dances, 2-3 performances of professional choreography, and a research paper investigating world 
dance. IB Dance carries a weighted GPA, and can be taken as part of the full IB Diploma 
Program, or as a separate certificate course. 
 

Mr. Magallanes—Art 1 and Art 2: The foundation courses for beginning art students learning about 
the art elements and how they apply with materials such as graphite, color pencils, watercolor, 
soft pastels, painting and sculpting. 
 

Mrs. Sanders—IB & AP Art: Courses are offered at GOHS to provide students a rigorous art class 
with heightened student engagement through various art approaches. Both classes require the 
students to form personal narratives in their works of art. IB art class specifically requires 
students to identify and investigate problems/issues in society, or cultural trends, and reflect upon 
their constructed knowledge through their own personal works of art. Each of the classes 
completes a digital portfolio at the course end. 
 

Drawing & Painting 2 
Explores pencil, charcoal, pen, acrylic paint, watercolor, observational drawing and mixed media. Students 

utilize traditional drawing and paint- ing techniques. At this level students may build their 
portfolios to apply to the next level course; Advanced Placement. 
 

Mr. Morrison—Theatre Arts: Classes at Great Oak include Drama 1, Advanced Drama, Stage Tech, 
IB Theatre HL and SL. These cover more than just acting. Theatre has a rich history of styles and 
traditions, many of which permeate contemporary film. Students will not only see how theatrical 
conventions are used on stage to put on a show, but how theatrical conventions are used all the 
time in our everyday lives. It’s a fun, dynamic art that brings people together. 
 
The Laugh Pack: A subsidiary of the Great Oak Theatre Company, The Laugh Pack is Great 
Oak’s comedic improv troupe. Hosting both Varsity and JV squad, they typically meet at lunch 
two days a week and hold a handful of shows during the school year. Being a part of The Laugh 
Pack requires an audition, typically taking place during the 4th or 5th week of the new school 
year. 

	


